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Ear Inn building celebrated at tour event

BY ALBERT AMATEAU

Keeping o 186awar-old woodm beach
house sending and funclicning as Fvimg
gitariers, office and pab = no sy task
Especialfly one condemned as undii for use
back i | 50,

But Rip Hayman, oener of the James
Broen Hioase at 326 Spring St pets aloog.
with a Hitk help Trom Triends.

The house. built befored&17, is & desig
nuted londmark and the Ezr Inm, a pob on
ik pround foor, is 2 Esvorite reighbor.
s destinmion. Recemly, the Gresnwich
Village Sociery for Histore Preserestion
jorined with Havman amd Aswdy Coe, guthor
of “Ear [nn Virons,™ a bosok: {as its punning
tile indicaies) shout the history of the
propenty and reighborhood, in & poided
todar of he bullding reo weeks ago.

The three-ssory hoisse, oeiginally che
home of o African-American
Bivoluliomary War viftran who o &
tobaccy shup on the Bocr, haz
uneven Boors, stairs ihat slant at an odd
mngle and a wmique embiznce.

“Thix ix sand from ihe fourdation of the
hullding,” sald Haymon, bolding a beer
stein full of grayish snnd. ‘The house, now
1 by blocks [roen che Hudson River was
right cm the siverbask in the cacly docade
of the 19th cenbary. "Thent wa & =and il
in the river ak Canal 51, at the time,” eid
Heyman. “We have o pump out the tide
from the basemenn rwice & day,™ he added.

man brel renied & room in che
house in 1573 when he was 2 Columbiz
Usniversity student. He padd 100 a month
remd 10 Harry [acods who mn the un-
namad pab keoet 10 neighbees a2 "The
Crein D™ Im 1977, Hayman and

Drwmioess Exprem phosa By Shibo M Friends bought the hiosse and the pab,

The cosverted SEAR"™ Inn sign.

“We were publishing “The Ear” a new

Thowmcws Loperm phova By Elmedrh Fobm

Flp Hiyman, cwmer of the lames Brown Houss, homes o the Ear o, with & cen-
bary-old novelver, which he Teund in e houss.

music jrarmal, &1 the dme and we decidad
1o name the pobe abier 1.7 sed Haymzn,
The city Landmarks Commision didn’
allow pew signege, =0 8 cuat of black painl
cowvering ihe oarved neon lubes of the B in
BAR was sufllclens for EAR.

Altheaagh Jemes Brown =old 1cbacco on
e Eirst floor, dhe shop has been o puh fos
#i beast 150 years, il Haynun, whe has &

collecoion of whiskey jugs found i the
hasemeni of the place. The records show
thene was @ har in the bailding in 1855 and
il wns likely ghere for some years before.
Heyman koops a rewclver. which he
foursd severed years agi lucked in the cham-
ney of ihe second flocr fircplace. "% a
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live-sder revolver madc arodingd 1500, he
said. “| cam Emegine B CTroumsdesEies
wheen in was hiddon,”

Heyman. who is a principal i Ohdysscy
PuHlicatans, a pubfishing bom with oflices
in ihe James Devwn House, is no koeger
ective in the Ear Inn. Mevribeles. Martn
Sheridan, who runs the Ear, helps masriam
thex abd Feousz. B ke a ot of maincenance

“We have orack goupes all over ihs

walls,” Haviean gaid, "Whessever we have
engineery inspedd the place they pa '(ih
boy." ared shake thair heads”

Hagman zays b 15 worriad medl afeil
the proposed medevelopment By Mhime
Wendome of the sdjscomd propomy which
shares & pary wall wilh the old kouse
Wendome first planned 1o build a 36-story
ower Jesigned by Phalip fohnson thai
worald have candlevered aighi feet over the
James Brown Hoase. The developer bad 2
renmative agreement 1o replice plumbing in
the old house and provide space for a new

Whenever we have engi-
neers inspect the place
they go ‘Of hoy,” and

shake their heads.

cxil and & kiichen expansion for the Ear
Inry o st of the redevclogenent.

Bl Wendome [ailed to gdd a Boning
varignce for (B buildeng and roee plans sn
11 -=tury boikling

“When ha builds it we'll have s closs
ard I'\-rirg ihe whole builiesg up to ool
sasd Hyyman, Bui help from che developer
is ol cenlain. Wi rmay skl survive b

sorstriction unless we gol [stricirel and

lircanul | Fezlp,™ he sl
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